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MILITARY TRAINING
Whilst even as an out and out believer in ahimsa I can
understand and appreciate military training for those who
believe in the necessity of the use of arms on given occa-
sions, I am unable to advocate the military training of
the youth of the country under the Government so long
as it remains utterly irresponsive to the needs of the peo-
ple ; and I should be against compulsory military training
in every case and even under a national Government.
Those who do not wish to take the military training should
not be debarred from joining public universities. Physical
culture stands on a different basis altogether. It can be
and should be part of any sound educational scheme even
as many other subjects are.
Young India, 24-9-'25
If there was a national Government, whilst I should
not take any direct part in any war, I can conceive occa-
sions when it would be my duty to vote for the military
training of those who wish to take it. For I know that
all its members do not believe in non-violence to the ex-
tent I do. It is not possible to make a person or a society
non-violent by compulsion.
Young India, 13-9-'28
I think that the people of this land would not take to
arms easily even though conscription may be resorted to.
In any event arming of the millions, or even a few, is out-
side my province. It is repugnant to me. But what I
would conscript is productive labour, skilled and unskill-
ed. This, I hold would be the easiest and the most
effective method of organizing society on a peaceful
footing.
Harijan, 3-2-'40
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